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SERMON. 


Marruew xi: 25. 


Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation. 


Tuer text embraces a principle of vast importance, capable of 
universal application. It commends itself to every man’s reason. 
It accords with universal observation. It is demonstrable by the 
history of the world. We have here the relation of effect to cause ; 
wherever the cause exists, the effect must inevitably follow. A na- 
tion divided against itself, nothing can save from destruction. But 
in teaching this pregnant truth, the text teaches also its converse : 
a nation firmly united in all its elements, and operating to subserve 
the great end of its existence, nothing can destroy. This philo- 
sophical and political, as well as scriptural truth, is of the utmost 
importance to this nation at the present time. It never was more 
so. In the language of the greatest living statesman, in one of the 
most patriotic speeches that he even ever delivered: ‘ The im- 
prisoned winds are let loose. The East, the North, and the stormy 
South, are all combined, to make the whole ocean toss its billows 
to the skies and disclose its profoundest depths.” Every christian 
heart trembles. Every patriot wears an anxious countenance. 
From every altar of true devotion the burdened ery ascends: God 
save our country! In this day, when the notes of discord and re- 
bellion grate upon the ear, and the warring elements of human 
passion, goaded on by a corrupt and venal press, combine for the 
destruction of the nation, every christian patriot is called upon to 
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stand at his post, and perform, fearlessly and manfully, the duties 
which God and his country require at his hands. No one can re- 
fuse to do this, and be guiltless. And that duty which stands first, 
and is the’ most peremptory, is, to do all he can for the preserva- 
tion of the Union. This duty I now attempt, in part at least, to 
perform. I speak not as a politician, but as an American citizen, 
who loves his country ; as a minister of the gospel of Christ. And 
I address you not as politicians, of this school or that, but as chris- 
tian patriots. As such your responsibilities are great ; your duties 
are urgent. My object will be to spread before you the one, and 
urge you to the performance of the other. Every sectional interest 
and local consideration should be sacrificed upon the altar of our 
common country. Every citizen should render a hearty obedience 
to her laws. God has given us a rich, afree, a glorious land. He 
hath not dealt so with any other nation. He gave us an ancestry 
such as no other nation ever had—the noble Puritans! He sent 
them here with the open Bible and the Protestant faith, to lay the 
foundations of an empire of freedom such as the world had never 
seen. He cherished us in the days of our dependence and feeble- 
ness with the tenderness of a Father. It was He who gave such 
wisdom and unanimity to our councils ; such courage and victory 
to our armies in the fearful struggle which broke the chain from off 
our neck and made us freemen. And he has ever since been our 
guide and our deliverer. or our national pre-eminence and pecu- 
liarly rich blessings—blessings which no. other nation enjoys in 
kind and in degree as we do—we are entirely indebted to God. 
To Him, then, our first, our warmest gratitude should ascend ; to 
Him our first duty should be paid. 

But there are social and civil duties which we are required to 
perform, growing out of our relation to the nation; to these we 
propose to confine ourselves in this discourse. We have said that 
it is the duty to every American citizen to render obedience to the 
laws. This duty is plain and imperative. In performing our so- 
cial and civil duties to our country, we perform them to Gda. 

I. The nature of the Union and the blessings it secures to us 
require this. The peculiar feature of our government, is the asso- 
ciation of a large number of States, of great power and wealth, for 
the common welfare. This constitutes us a nation, and also makes. 
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every American citizen, residing in any one of these states, a part 
of the nation. Our Union has no parallel. History does not in- 
form us of any alliance of independent nations, in which so many 
rights have been sacrificed to attain ends so good. ‘The history of 
nations is an enumeration of battles, a tale of bloodshed, in which 
it is apparent that the human mind has been far more exercised, in 
wars, and their causes and consequences, than in seeking the pro- 
motion of social comfort and happiness. The national code of 
honor and morals has always been one of savage absurdity. The 
morals of civilized nations, even at this day, are little if any above 
the morals of individual barbarians ; and honor has never flourished 
among nations as such, though its vindication has been so bloody 
and relentless. Instances of national perfidy crowd every page of 
history: It was a noble thought of our fathers, to blot out a code 
reeking with carnage and stained with rapine, to substitute such a 
treaty of alliance as the Constitution of the United States. The 
deed corresponded with the thought—both were original. The 
rights absolutely surrendered for the attainment of these worthy 
ends, were such as had never been surrendered by any nation but 
at the point of the victor’s sword. These rights had ever been de- 
fended by all nations with a jealousy and pertinacity which origi- 
nated the greater number of the wars that have disgraced the earth. 
Myriads had fallen to sustain them ; rivers of blood had flowed in 
their defence. Our fathers made a common stock of those rights 
which had cost so much blood to defend; they submitted to a com- 
‘mon tribunal those questions which had heretofore been referred 
to the arbitrament of the sword. Nor need we suppose that 
the questions thus submitted were of any less number, or va- 
riety, or perplexity, than would arise among so many independent 
nations of Europe. Any one at all acquainted with the relative 
position and size of these States, and the peculiar character of each, 
will see, that conflicting interests must arise, and that the labor of 
harmonizing these, so as to form the one out of the many, and at 
the same time preserve the rights of each, must have been very 
great. But it was in the spirit of the noblest and most generous 
compromise, that the representatives of the people in the respec- 
tive States met. This characterized all their deliberations. This 
produced our immortal Constitution. After wisely considering 
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every local feeling, adjusting every right, and weighing maturely 
all the circumstances, they made a surrender of many important 
powers to a National Government, constituted for the express pur- 
pose of receiving and executing them. But our union is unique. 
The respective States are not merged in the nation: they exist as 
independent sovereignties. In the surrender of many respective 
rights to the National Government, for the common good, the peo- 
ple did not give up the individual State existence. Over all the 
rights not relinquished, each State maintains an absolute and inde- 
pendent sovereignty. In the Constitution, the rights of the re- 
spective States, and those of the nation, are clearly defined and 
wisely guarded: there is no need of collision here. One State, 
including the people, has no more right in any way to interfere 
with the domestic institutions and arrangements of another, than it 
has with one of the monarchies of Europe. And the National 
Government, instead of possessing any such right, is bound to 
wield the Federal arm for the protection of the respective States 
against all aggression, whether foreign or domestic. The National 
Government possesses those powers which the people, by the Con- 
stitution, have conferred upon it, and no more. All the remaining 
powers belong to the State Governments. 

Such is the nature of the American Union. It is neither a des- 
potism like Russia, nor a wild democracy like ancient Greece ; nor 
is it a mere confederacy of the States, like that which carried us 
through the war of the revolution. Ours is a Republic of the 
purest, noblest form; a popular Government, created by the peo- 
ple, exactly adapted to the free nature of man, eminently calcu- 
lated to develope all his powers in their harmony and perfection, 
and secure his highest social bliss. The Constitution formed by 
that noble band of patriots, with Washington at their head, has 
been declared, by: the people of the United States, to be the 
supreme law of the nation. All laws, whether national or state, 
must, in order to be legal, and to be binding on the people, strictly 
conform to the Constitution. And every law made by Congress, 
in conformity with that, the supreme law, is binding alike on all the 
States and all the people. Not on those merely who are citizens 
of any one of the States and of the nation, but upon every person 
be he foreigner or native born, who shall be found residing. in the 
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nation. Over all such, servants and minors, equally with others, 
the sceptre of this nation stretches, and requires obedience. Nor 
is there any room for hesitancy, for conflict, or collision here. The 
constitutionality or unconstitutionality of any given law of Congress, 
is not left to the judgment of any State or any individual. Private 
opinion is not the tribunal to decide any such questions. Were 
this the case, it is obvious we should be in a state of confusion and 
~ anarchy. Ample provision is made to meet all such wants. The 
people have erected a tribunal expressly for this purpose ; an inde- 
pendent tribunal, composed of grave men, learned in our laws, and 
in all laws, selected from different parts of the country. This tri- 
bunal, by the character of its constitution, is placed far above the 
reach of any motives to an unjust decision. Political influence, 
sectional interests, which so often disturb, and sometimes control 
the councils of the nation, cannot reach this. The decision of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, as to any question before it, 
is the decision of the nation. It is supreme and final, binding 
alike the national Executive, the national Legislature, all the States, 
and all the people. From this there is no appeal. So that while 
our Governmeut contains and cherishes the sacred principles of the 
largest liberty ; it also embraces and maintains the equally sacred 
principles of the purest law. And this is a rich blessing. Liberty 
and Law, wnited, are, under God, our hope. Take away the Law, 
and the Liberty would be a curse : it would, soon dig our national 
grave. Free Institutions, Regulated Liberty, Pure Religion, are 
our peculiar blessings. No titled aristocracy exists, to bring upon 
us the oppression and the poverty of the old world; no mitred 
priesthood or national hierarchy, to bind our consciences and com- 
mand our faith. Here, in this princely domain, are blessings, full, 
rich, free, secured to us all. Well may we with united. hearts 


praise the Lord, and teach our children. to-praise him, the God of 


our fathers, the God of our mercies! But there are responsibili- 
ties, and duties too, which these distinguished blessings bring with 
them ; duties and responsibilities, not merely confined to officials, 
who are bound by the obligations and sanctions of a formal oath; 
but extending to every American. citizen. These duties we are 
solemnly bound, as citizens, as pares and as Christians, ate 
iously to ot 
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We repeat, obedience to the Supreme Law is our first duty. 
A duty, imperative at all times, and under all circumstances, ex- 
cept in that extreme case, which in the eyes of the world, and in 
the sight of God, justifies the destruction of the government by 
revolution. This extends also to all laws which receive the sanc- 
tion of the Supreme Law. The American Union is based upon the 
Federal Constitution, and this Constitution can perform its proper 
office only when we yield ourselves wholly to its appropriate sway. 
It was made, not merely to be ratified in its origin, to avoid a pressing 
and terrible evil, which threatened our life ; but to be obeyed forever 
afterwards. ‘This sacred instrument stands perpetually as the deter- 
miner and regulator of our political liberties, and the righteous de- 
mander of our civil obedience. And reverence for its authority, 
compliance with its laws, acquiescence in its measures, are duties 
peremptorily required by the fundamental principles of all true 
liberty. On the other hand, opposition to this Supreme Law, in 
whatever form, is rebellion ; and he who thus arrays himself against 
it, is a rebel, whether he be citizen or sojourner, servant or minor. 
Says the immortal Washington, in his Farewell Address, which for 
its maturity of thought, its penetrating forecast, and its sound prin- 
ciples, has been pronounced by distinguished men throughout the 
world, to be one of the most remarkable productions of any age :— 
‘“‘The Constitution which at any time exists, until changed by an 
‘ explicit and authentic act of the whole people, is sacredly obliga- 
tory upon all. The very idea of the power and the right of ‘the 
people to establish Government, presupposes the duty of every in- 
dividual to obey the established Government.” He then, like a 
prophet, lifts up his warning voice against irregular opposition to 
authorities, which we rejoice to repeat from this sacred pulpit, and 
would utter to the nation, could the sound reach the ears of the 
agitators at both extremes—whether hollow-hearted political aspir- 
ants that are so loud in their pretensions of love for liberty and 
humanity, or honest but mistaken philanthropists whose feelings 
have led them captive ; to all who are preaching rebellion and thus 
putting in jeopardy our national existence, whether in the halls of 
Congress, the editorial chair, the christian pulpit, or at the popular 
gathering, we would commend the address of that noblest Patriot 
Sire—here it is :—** All obstructions to the execution of the laws, 
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all combinations and associations, under whatever plausible charac- 
ter, with the real design to direct, control, counteract, or awe the 
regular deliberation and action of the constituted authorities, are 
destructive of the fundamental principle of liberty, and of fatal ten- 
dency. They serve to organise faction, to give it an artificial and 
extraordinary force, to put in the place of the delegated will of 
the nation, the will of a party, often a small but enterprising 
minority of the community ; and according to the alternate tri- 
umphs of different parties, to make the public administration the 
mirror of the ill-concerted and incongruous projects of faction, rather 
than the organ of consistent and wholesome plans, digested by 
common counsels, and modified by mutual interests. However 
combinations and associations of the above description may, now 
and then, answer popular ends, they are likely, in the course of 
time and things, to become potent engines, by which cunning, am- 
bitious and unprincipled men will be enabled to subvert the power 
of the people, and to usurp for themselves the reins of government ; 
destroying afterwards the very engines which have lifted them to 
unjust dominion.” 

Such is the remarkable language of that illustrious christian 
Chieftain, Patriot and Sage, in the Address, which for the present 
age, is the most valuable legacy bequeathed to us by the Father of 
his country. May it be allowed to exert its proper influence, con- 
duce to the correction of existing evils, and help to save the nation 
he loved, in this, her hour of peril! 

But we have higher authority than this: the Word of God—the 
highest Law. In the Bible civil government is recognized as an 
institution of God, ordained for the good of man, to contribute like 
other divine institutions to the great end of God’s glory and man’s 
felicity. As to the moral obligation of civil obedience, the Bible 
utters but one voice. This obligation is clearly defined. It is en- 
forced by solemn sanctions. ‘The Bible enjoins the duty of entire 
obedience to the regularly constituted authorities of the State, 
within the sphere of their civil jurisdiction. Our Lord himself re- 
cognized the authority of the existing government by paying the 
accustomed tribute to it; and taught his disciples to do the same. 
He-obeyed that government in all civil matters with entire sub- 
mission ; and by his habitual conduct and explicit command, has 
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taught all his people a proper respect for government, and a rever- 
ent obedience to law. ‘The holy Apostles taught the same things. 
St. Paul enjoins Titus, 8d chap. 1st verse, as a part of his ministe- 
rial duty, to “* put men in mind to be sudject to principalities and 
powers, and to obey magistrates.” St. Peter also teaches the 
same, 1 Peter ii: 13-17, “‘ Submit yourselves to every ordinance 
of man, for the Lord’s sake ; whether it be to the king, as supreme ; 
or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the pun- 
ishment of evil doers, and for the praise of them that do well. For 
so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence 
the ignorance of foolish men: as free, and not using your liberty 
for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.’”? And 
then there is that celebrated passage in the 13th chapter of St. 
Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, where he commands “ every soul to 
be subject to the higher powers,” and to obey civil rulers, as ‘ the 
ministers of God,” not merely from slavish fear, but “ for con- 
science’ sake” —as a religious obligation. The teaching of the 
Bible on this subject cannot be misapprehended by any intelligent 
man. Its voice is one as to the moral obligation of civil obedience. 
It repeats the declarations of Christ. It proclaims his own clear 
example together with the example and teachings of his inspired 
Apostles. It announces the supremacy of the Law for civil pur- 
poses, and denounces all rebellion against the government of the 
State, as rebellion against God. ‘ Sedition’ is declared to be a 
sin, “for which they who do such things shall not inherit the king- 
dom of God.” “‘ Render unto Cesar the things that are Cesar’s,”’ 
is the imperative and unalterable command of Christ. Now the 
Cesar of this nation is the Constitution of the United States—the 
supreme Law of the Land; and American liberty consists in the 
freedom of rendering unto this Law, the things that are the Law’s, 
and unto God the things that are God’s. But while the Bible thus 
enforces obedience to civil rulers as a religious duty, it no where 
teaches passive submission. It defines the rights of men, and de- 
fends them, as well as enforces their duties. The proper sphere of 
civil government is the civil and social relations of men; within 
this sphere, except in the extreme case, which would justify a revo- 
lution, we are religiously bound to render entire obedience. But 
should the government lay its grasp upon the conscience, and dic- 
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tate to us in matters of religion, then it would be our sacred duty 
to disobey ; for in that case, the government will have transcended 
its rightful authority. This is a domain which God has reserved 
for his direct control. He has made the human conscience free, 
and holds it responsible directly and only to himself. It was on 
this principle that Daniel disobeyed the king of Babylon; that the 
Apostles refused to obey the Jewish rulers; that the holy martyrs 
went to the stake rather than obey the Pagan Emperors; on this 
principle the noble Puritans suffered the loss of all things, and 
thousands of them death itself, rather than to bow to the dictation 
of a corrupt civil government in matters pertaining to religion. 
But in all things required, which are within the legitimate province 
of civil government, we are to obey, as a religious duty. ‘This is 
the doctrine of the Bible on this subject. We are aware that the 
Bible on this point is not very popular with those who profess to be 
par-excellence the friends of freedom and human rights. It be- 
longs to a dark age. They have a higher Law—that of conscience. 
It is sufficient, however, to suggest to a christian congregation, 
that a man possesses no rights but what God has granted him ; 
that the Bible—God’s revelation—is the regulator of our conscience, 
as well as the charter of our liberties; and that the restraints 
which God there imposes on political and private freedom, are con- 
servative obligations, not less salutary than imperative. Both the 
individual and the State will enjoy the largest liberty by adhering 
to the Revealed Will of God. All history and experience unite 
in proclaiming the sure retribution on individuals and nations, who 
contravene the regulations that Divine Wisdom prescribes in the 
Bible. Every conscience which conflicts with the Bible on the 
point before us, as well as others, and presumes to act independent 
of it, and contrary to it, is a blind and polluted conscience, which, 
if not cleansed by the blood of Christ, and brought to bow in sub- 
jection to His word, will destroy its victim. 

But there is another view of this subject, so far as we are con- 
cerned, in which obedience to the supreme law becomes peculiarly 
imperative. We refer to the peculiar character of this nation, and 
the peculiar circumstances which originated the Federal Constitu- 
tion. This nation is not composed of a single State, with a perfect 
harmony of interests, perfectly homogeneous in its domestic affairs, 
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pervaded by one feeling, and possessing a single consolidated gov- 
ernment. Its character is a union of States, covering a vast ex- 
tent of territory; of different dimensions; differing widely in soil 
and climate, domestic interests and commercial pursuits ; all these 
are brought together into a union on the basis of the Federal Con- 
stitution. ‘This, from the various and conflicting interests of the 
different States, could have been no small labor. Long and pa- 
tiently did the wisest men this nation ever produced, toil to effect 
this important object. The histories of all civilized governments, 
both of ancient and modern times, were carefully searched for pre- 
cedents and principles ; their own profound wisdom was taxed to 
the utmost; the position, the character, the peculiar interests, and 
feelings and prejudices, of each State were impartially and maturely 
considered ; the wisdom and guidance of Heaven was devoutly 
sought; and after months of wasting toil and deep anxiety, under 
a spirit of the most generous disinterestedness, the conflicting inter- 
ests were all harmonized, the noble and unparalleled compromise 
was effected, and our immortal Constitution was born. In that 
sacred instrument the rights of each and of all are secured. All 
and each are parties to it—not the States as such, but the people 
as citizens of the nation. The rights, and guarantees, and pledges 
are mutual. While each has his rights secured to him by all the 
others, he on his part guarantees theirs to them by a plighted faith 
upon the altar of his country and his God. This is the position 
which each American citizen occupies. Is not his duty plain then 
as to his obedience to the Supreme Law, which guards alike the 
interests of the whole and of every part? The preservation of the 
Union depends, under God, entirely upon such obedience. The 
nation is based upon the Constitution ; this constitutes its life. 
Destroy this, and the nation dies. But the perpetuation of this 
Constitution requires that the same spirit of compromise in which it 
originated, be kept alive in every event of its administration ; that 
the same generous disinterestedness, be preserved in the action of 
the government, the action of the respective States, and in the 
hearts and conduct of all the people. This every American citizen 
is solemnly bound, by his pledge, to promote to the utmost of his 
ability, He cannot indulge in the spirit of selfishness at the ex- 
pense of the rights of his fellow-citizen, without a flagrant violation 
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of this solemn obligation. We hear a great deal about conscience 
in refusing to obey the supreme law. But is their no violation of 
conscience in the breach of a plighted faith; a solemn national 
compact? But for the compromises of the Constitution, it could 
never have been formed; and it was formed in sacred reliance 
upon the faith there plighted. Have we any vight—has any Amer- 
ican any moral and religious right, after having secured to himself 
the privileges and blessings which he needs, which that sacred in- 
strument guarantees to him, and without which he could not have 
enjoyed them; has he any right now to abjure the faith he has 
pledged to others, and refuse to them the privileges, which, to se- 
cure his own, he by that same instrument pledges to them! The 
admission of such a principle is destructive to the nation! For if 
‘the plighted faith may be abjured by one party, it may be by 
another ; and if at one point, so may it be at all points; and the 
Union is a rope of sand. There can be no obligation more sacred- 
ly binding than that which the American people are under to cher- 
ish the Constitution, fulfil all its compromises, and obey all its laws. 
By such a course, and such only, can they discharge their duty to 
the nation ; by such a course and such only can they stand acquit- 
ed before God. There is but one alternative. If an American 
citizen feels that he cannot fulfil his obligations as such to the Goy- 
ernment, and he can effect no alteration in the Supreme Law, to 
satisfy his scruples, let him solemnly renounce his relation, and go 
beyond the protection of its ample shield, to some other country ; 
but while he remains under its protection and enjoys its blessings, 
he is sacredly bound to fulfil al/ its pledges and obey ail its enact- 
ments. But for him to claim and enjoy all his guaranteed privi- 
leges, and refuse to discharge his corresponding obligations, dis- 
closes either an ignorance of his duties, or a recklessness of his 
vows. The plea of conscience, under such circumstances, is a vain 
plea; it will not be admitted at the bar of an enlightened christian 
community ; it will be rejected at the bar of God. 

Thus are we under a double obligation in this matter. The word 
of God requires of us obedience to civil law as a religious ‘duty, 
except in those extreme cases which justify a revolution. And 
then, in addition to this, we are bound by the public vows of a 
sacred compact, of which we are members, and by virtue of which 
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we enjoy all our civil and social blessings ; vows pledged to other 
members in the sight of heaven—sacredly to cherish that instru- 
ment, carry out all its compromises, and obey all its laws. \ Can 
any obligation be more sacred? And is it possible for an intelli- 
gent man to mistake his duty here, unless blinded by passion, or 
intoxicated with fanaticism ? 

But it is not to be concealed, that a spirit of opposition to the 
Constitution, of determination to violate the plighted faith, exists in 
this nation, and is widely extended. Are we told that this is con- 
fined to a few fanatics, and therefore there is no danger? We 
reply, that even if this were the case, there would still be danger ; 
for those enemies of order and truth, though in themselves few and 
insignificant, have the mass of human depravity on their side. 
And ignorance and vice are ever impatient of control: they neither 
can, nor desire to comprehend the reasons of true submission to 
authority, of religious obedience to law. With them the Bible is 
no authority. Now we protest that it betrays no want of moral 
courage to stand in awe of such an element as this! But it is not 
true, that the evil is confined here. This is only a symptom of a 
wide-spread disease: a disease which has infected several of the 
States of the Union, and large numbers of the people all over the 
country. South Carolina, on the one hand, has most grossly vio- 
lated the Constitution, by imprisoning citizens of the North for the 
crime of having a black skin. Massachusetts and some of the other 
northern States have been guilty of a similar breach of faith as re- 
spects the constitutional provision for the restoration of fugitive 
slaves. There can be no doubt that it is to what we regard as un- 
wise legislation of some of the northern States, that we are indebted 
for the present fugitive slave bill. Had no such obstacles been 

| thrown in the way of the law of 1793, the new law, with its heavier 
penalties, would not have been enacted. And various expedients 
are resorted to by some of the people of the free States, to find 
evasions and excuses for the violation of this plain constitutional 
duty. Conventions have been called, violent speeches have been 
made, resolutions have been passed denouncing the supreme law, 
and calling on passion to oppose its execution. This is not the 
work of fanatics only. Men of influence, sober men, good men, 
christian men, yea, ministers of the gospel themselves, have united 


16 


in this work. And what vastly increases the evil is, that these 
good men really think they are doing God service, and honestly 
believe that, by this course, they are promoting the cause of true 
liberty. Nor is this all. The press to some extent has fomented 
the excitement by preaching rebellion: not the political press mere- 
ly, but the religious also—though undeserving the name, and a 
disgrace to the church. ‘The following is a specimen of the princi- 
ples inculcated by one of these religious papers ; a paper edited by 
Congregational clergymen filling high stations as Pastors of 
churches in the city of New York; a paper professedly devoted to 
the cause of Christ. In an editorial article under the caption, 
“How to oppose the Fugitive Slave Law,” this religious paper 
says: “ To the fugitives themselves this law is no law, and to re- 
sist it even unto death is their right, and may be their duty. To 
each individual fugitive, to every man or woman, who, having es- 
caped from bondage and tasted liberty, is in hourly peril of being 
seized and dragged back to slavery, we say—be fully prepared for 
your own defence. If to you death seems better than slavery, 
then refuse not to die—whether on the way-side, at your own 
threshold, or even as a felon upon the gallows. Defend your liber- 
ty, and the liberty of your wife and children, as you would defend 
your life and their’s against the assassin. If you die thus, you die 
nobly, and your blood shall be the redemption of your race. 
Should you destroy the life of your assailant, you will pass into the 
custody of the criminal law, under an indictment for murder ; but 
the verdict of the community, and the verdict of almost any jury 
will be, justifiable homicide in self-defence: or should a different 
verdict be found, and you be condemned to die as a murderer, 
your ignominious death shall be luminous with the halo of a martyr, 
and your sacrifice shall be for the deliverance of your people.” 
“‘ Such,” says a distinguished clergyman,” with whom in the senti- 
ments and feelings he here expresses I most heartily coincide,— 
‘such are the religious principles, and such the religious advice 
of these religious ministers! I am sorry to see this. I never read 
more wicked and abominable principles! They deserve not only 
the reprehension of every Christian, but the entire indignation of 
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all civilized mankind! They advise private arming with bloody 
weapons ; they advise violent resistance and murder—the murder 
of officers of civil law, engaged in the discharge of the duty which 
they have sworn to perform! I have no words to express my hor- 
ror of these wicked and outrageous sentiments, so directly contrary 
to the nature of all civilized society, to the precepts of the Bible, 
and the whole spirit of Christianity! I speak not of the men. 
Good men may err. But these principles, which these ministers 
have published as religious ones, are horribly and outrageously 
wicked !”? There are other things in this religious paper which we 
think are calculated to do immense mischief. This editorial article, 
“¢ would utter its remonstrance against all violent resistance to the 
execution of the law.’’ Indeed! Very quiet and peaceful, after 
having talked about being ‘fully prepared for defence ;”’ about 
“death on the way-side, at the threshold, and on the gallows ;’ 
about ‘* murder,” and about ‘‘ martyrdom.” Away with such mo- 
rality! Aiming at one thing, and professing another! ‘If one 
sees a fellow-man struggling with his captors, he may lawfully inter- 
pose his own person and separate them.’’ Away with such moral- 
ity! Encouraging people to “ acta lie,” by opposing law while 
professing to obey it! And this species of morality is virtually 
commended to the jury-box ; and its inmates are furnished in ad- 
vance with a verdict here prepared for their use— justifiable 
homicide in self-defence !’”” Away with such morality! Encourag- 
ing -a juror to violate his oath, by disregarding the law, which he 
has just sworn to his country and his God shall govern his verdict! 
and encouraging a fugitive to expect him to do so! We may yet 
see whether the jurymen of our country will regard their oath, or 
will follow the religious counsel of this religious paper.” 

Now were the advice to the fugitive above quoted a mere out- 
burst of momentary passion, it were dad enough ; but that is not 
the case. The editor attempts to reason the fugitives into the 
commission of the horrible crimes, on the ground that as the laws 
do not give them the rights of freemen, therefore they owe them 
no obedience. 'This is the most abominable feature in this seditious 
* piece! Are none responsible to the law of the land but freemen / 
May the tens of thousands of foreigners in our country commit what 
crimes they please, those of them who are not citizens, and be ab- 
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solved from all guilt, because they are not freemen!’ And can 
all the minors also plead the same in justification of crimes! 
A more dangerous principle cannot be uttered than this! Nor 
would it be tolerated for a moment in any other than our own free 
and glorious land. But we thank God, the press with us is free, 
though in some rare instances it is thus abused to attack law, 
order, and truth, and advise to the commission of the worst of 
crimes. Now with this religious advice of this religious paper, let 
us contrast the advice,—nay the imperative requirements of the 
highest Law known in the universe, with respect to the very same 
class of persons,—the Word of God. St. Paul says: ‘ Servants 
be obedient unto your masters according to the flesh with fear and 
trembling, in singleness of your heart as unto Christ.”” Eph. vi: 5. 
Again: “Servants obey in all things your masters according to 
the flesh, not with eye-service as men-pleasers, but in singleness of 
heart, fearing God.’ Col. iii: 22. Again: “ Let as many ser- 
vants as are under the yoke, count their own masters worthy of all 
honor, that the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed.’”’ 
1Tim.6:1. Again: “ Exhort servants to be obedient unto their 
own masters and to please them well in all things, shewing all good 
fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in 
all things.” Titus 2: 9-10. So also St. Peter: “ Servants be 
subject to your masters with all fear, not only to the good and gen- 
tle, but also to the froward, (i. e.) the harsh and severe. For this 
is thank-worthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, 
suffering wrongfully ... if when ye do well and suffer for it, ye take 
it patiently, this is acceptable with God.’ 1 Peter ii: 18-20. 
Peter urges these directions to christian slaves who had pagan and 
hard masters, by pointing them to Jesus Christ in his unparalleled 
' patience under the wrongs inflicted on him by wicked men. Here 
we have a specimen of the instructions of the holy Apostles to the 
christian slaves then connected with the church; and there were 
many such. For no candid man, with the New Testament and the 
history of the Roman Empire before him, will deny that the ser- 
vants here addressed were slaves, by Roman law. But how great 
the difference between the teachings of this highest law and its ad- 
vice to slaves, and that given by the religious paper in question to 
the same class of persons now. They come in direct conflict with 
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each other. He who embraces and defends the teachings of the 
one, must necessarily reject and condemn these of the other. 
Nor is this the only religious paper that has taken this ground, or 
something approximating it, though none have ventured to declare 
their position with so much recklessness. We hesitate not to af- 
firm, that such religious papers are not only undeserving the name, 
but are also unfit to occupy a place in any family, that has respect 
for the Constitution of their country, or the authority of their God. 
Is there no danger to be apprehended to the Union when such 
things are transacted? Is there no danger when the fountains of 
society are thus poisoned in their very sources—Christian families ? 
Is there no danger, when the religious element, the strongest ele- 
ment known in the world, is thus appealed to, and thus enlisted 
against the common country? When the religious press becomes 
venal, and the christian pulpit is prostituted to purposes of social 
disorganization? The christian ministry and christian church con- 
tributed mightily to the formation of the Union originally. Had 
the religious element been arrayed against it, it could not have 
been formed. And with this arrayed against it, it cannot long 
stand. It has been subjected to shocks of conflicting interests and 
to assaults from faction which would have shaken any other politi- 
cal contract to atoms. But the religious element has stood by it. 
Let this be set in hostile array against it, and the mighty and glo- 
rious edifice—the most magnificent that the sun ever shone upon— 
would be destroyed! Our stars and stripes would be covered with 
asable pall! Our glorious old eagle that has soured so proudly 
would bite the dust! What do we already see, as the fruits of an 
unwarrantable course of procedure respecting that giant evil—the 
accursed system of slavery—the existence of which is the fruitful 
source of all our social troubles? We see the Methodist Church 
in the United States broken into two parts, and these arrayed 
against each other, indulging in jealousies and heart-burnings, and 
mutual criminations. The same is true also of the Baptist 
Church. And a feeling of alienation has sprung up and is strength- 
ening between the Congregational bodies in New England and the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, that have so long sus- 
tained a mutual fraternal correspondence ; and no one acquainted 
with the circumstances can doubt, that unless something shall occur 
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to arrest the evil and restore the original harmony, the time cannot _ 
be far distant when the rupture, which radicalism has been so long 
laboring to effect, will take place. Now when such is the position 
of the religious element already, and vigorous efforts from various 
motives are being made, every day, to increase the evil, is there 
no danger? Is it not time for every christian patriot to lift his 
voice to heaven and cry, God save our country! And to employ 
his untiring energies, and use all the means at his command, to se- 
cure so glorious a result. Is not the duty of every citizen plain 
and imperative ? I would not bear the responsibilities of that man 
at the bar of God, who refuses to perform his duty ; but who, on 
the contrary, pursues a course, which, if universally followed, must 
inevitably destroy his country! It is not the threat of secession 
of any one or more States, or the arming of the negroes in the 
cities for the forcible resistance of the national Law, that is to be 
feared. The Federal Government is able to take care of all such 
States, and to execute its laws in spite of all such men and their 
abettors. What we deprecate is the alienation of the hearts of the 
people from the Government. This Union is based, not upon the 
bayonets of the soldiery, but on the affections of the people. While 
these are true, there need be no fear. But when these become 
alienated, and a standing army shall be indispensable to the pre- 
servation of the Union and the execution of its laws, then is our 
doom sealed—our grave dug. 

But we are told that the provision for the restoration of the fugi- 
tive slave to his master conflicts with natural right, and therefore is 
not binding upon us. This troubles many tender consciences and 
benevolent hearts ; and such we ever respect : even their practical 
mistakes we are disposed to forgive as originating in kind hearts 
and honest intentions. We will therefore look at this point for a 
moment, and try to relieve them of their difficulty. Now granting 
the premise, for the present, is the conclusion just? Is the prin- 
ciple correct? We unhesitatingly and emphatically say no! This 
principle strikes at the root of all human governments, which at 
best are imperfect. True, when a government systematically, con- 
stantly and universally tramples on the rights of the governed, re- 
volution is justifiable: in every other case obedience is a duty. 
The evil must be borne until the law is repealed in the proper way. ~ 
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The principle, that the natural rights of man are paramount to all 
constitutions and alliances, and are to be vindicated as essential to 
liberty, at whatever cost or hazard, is utterly destructive of all 
liberty. All government by law, established by human beings, can 
be, at best, only an approximation towards perfect justice. But 
shall a good government be destroyed, because like all things hu- 
man it has some defects? The choice is not between a perfect and 
an imperfect government ; but between an imperfect government 
and none. We must have a government by law, with all its im- 
perfections, or be cast upon the mercy of depraved human beings, 
irresponsible and unrestrained. The holy Apostles enjoined obe- 
dience to one of the most oppressive forms of government the world 
ever saw; assuming the principle, that it was better to obey and 
have the protection of that government, than none. The gov- 
ernment under which we live, with all its defects, secures a better 
distribution of justice, and conflicts less with natural right, than 
any other which ever did, or does now exist on earth. Now if the 
Apostles, under the immediate guidance of the Holy Ghost, re- 
quired obedience to the tyrannical and cruel government of Rome, 
as a religious duty, with how much more force should the same re- 
quirements bear upon the consciences of American Christians, 
with respect to the noblest and freest government that any nation 
ever enjoyed ! 

And as to the fugitive-slave law, it has been declared, by the 
law-officer of the government, to be strictly Constitutional ; and I 
suppose that the unbiased judgment of every intelligent man who 
has examined it, especially every legal gentleman, fully accords 
cwith this opinion. A law of the same character, and growing out 
of the same constitutional provision, had been in operation when 
this was enacted, for nearly sixty years, and no one, having any 
regard for the government, and his duty towards it, ever called it 
in question. We are thrown back then upon the Constitution. 
- There we find the provision upon which this law is based, and which 
gives to it its essential offensiveness. So that the conflict of his 
conscience, who thinks that he cannot obey, is not with a particular 
statute, but with fundamental and organic law. If there is any 
crime, so far as the government is concerned, it lies here in the 
Constitution. But we deny the existence of any immorality in the 
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provision of the Constitution which remands the fugitive from labor 
back to his master. Leaving here the whole question as to the 
morality or immorality of slavery in itself: let it be granted, even, 
that it is a malwm in se—which I do not believe—still that provi- 
sion is not morally wrong. The Constitution did not originate the 
system of slavery in the States where it exists. It does not per- 
petuate it. It cannot control it. The laws of slavery are not our 
laws; we did not make them ; we do not enforce them. They be- 
long to the respective slave States, and to them only ; just as the 
despotic laws of Austria, and Russia, and Turkey, belong to those 
empires. Now suppose that the highest interests of this nation, 
and those of true liberty throughout the world, absolutely required 
that we should form an alliance with Russia, one condition of which 
should be to yield up to her wicked despotism all Russian subjects 
who should flee from their chains and take refuge in our free land. 
Would such a provision, in the circumstances be a sin on our part? 
And would any man’s conscience be troubled, however much his 
heart might be touched, and his tenderest sympathies be enlisted 
for the unfortunate victim of oppression, in complying with it? 
The wrong lies in the despotic laws of Russia, and not in the pro- 
mise which, in order to secure vastly higher ends, we make to re- 
store her subjects. It would be quite a different thing, were we to 
give up to that despotism a man who was not a Russian, from what 
it would to deliver up one already subject to her laws. Now the 
man who sees immorality on our part in such a compact, merely on 
account of our agreement to deliver up to despotism a subject who 
had fled from it, must, to be consistent, charge us with immorality 
for not entering into a crusade against all the despotisms of the 
earth, and for not employing the army and navy of the nation, in- 
creased to their utmost capacity, for their destruction ; and for the 
deliverance of the hundreds of millions who are crushed under the 
cruelest bondage. And every such self-styled apostle of freedom, 
should himself be armed and at his post, lest the stain of guilt de- 
file his conscience. Now the principle for which we contend, if it 
be a sound rule of duty as it respects foreign nations, much more 
is it as to those independent nations which united in the treaty of 
alliance that binds us together, and makes us one nation. They 
were independent sovereignties before that alliance was formed ; 
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they remain independent sovereignties now, with respect to all 
those things which were not put into the hands and under the con- 
trol of the General Government. Slavery is one of those reserved 
rights ; an institution entirely under State control ; as much so as 
Austrian despotism is under the control of that government. 
Neither for the one nor the other, are we in any way responsible. 
He, therefore, who sees any immorality in the provision of the 
Constitution to surrender the fugitive slave to his master under the 
regulation of law, must, to be consistent, charge the General Gov- 
ernment and the free States with immorality, in permitting the 
existence of the abominable system in the nation at all ; and con- 
tend that we cannot be true to freedom, unless we dictate terms of 
abolition to the South at the mouth of the cannon, and the point of 
the bayonet. Who.is prepared for this ? 

We repeat, if there is sén here, it must be in the Constitution, 
an element of our fundamental and organic law. Then is the Gov- 
ernment based upon crime, and the Union cemented with iniquity. 
Who then, believing this, can have any thing to do with this com- 
pact with hell? Who can rest satisfied to take an office under the 
Government in which he must become bound by a solemn oath be- 
fore God to support this Constitution? Who can avail himself of 
any of the privileges which are guaranteed by such an abominable 
government ? Who can rest easy for a moment, till he has abjured 
all connection with it, and given his solemn testimony before God 
and man, that he is innocent of any participation in institutions that 
are founded in the greatest crime known to heaven or earth ? 
Honesty, fidelity, consistency, duty to his God, duty to his con- 
science, duty to the nation, duty to posterity, duty to the cause of 
liberty and humanity throughout the world, absolutely and impe- 
riously demands of every American citizen, that he should either 
take this course, or else render to the Constitution of his country— 
the Supreme Law—entire obedience, honestly and honorably car- 
rying out, as in duty bound, all its compromises. We leave him 
to his choice before God and his country. 

II. We urge the duty of the American citizen, in view of the 
terrible consequences which must inevitably follow neglect and dis- 
obedience. Any one who will duly consider the state of this coun- 
try at the close of the war of the revolution ; who will closely study 
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the writings of Hamilton, Madison and Jay; who will carefully 
read the discussions of that convention of disinterested and distin- 
guished patriots that gave birth to our noble Constitution ; will see 
not only the wisdom, not the patriotism only, but also the pure be- 
nevolence, the high love of freedom and the rights of humanity 
which inspired those noble men in its formation. Any one who 
will do this,—and men have no right to condemn before they judge, 
and this they cannot do without an acquaintance with a matter in 
all its parts and relations and bearings,—any one who will do this, 
instead of denouncing those patriot Sires as enemies of liberty, 
would revere them as its truest friends; instead of denouncing the 
work of their hands as a bond of oppression, would hail it as the 
charter of freedom. We mean of course disinterested men; men 
unbiased, with minds unpoisoned ; men who can extend their men- 
tal vision, and the tender sympathies of their nature beyond the 
individualities around them, to the millions of the nation, and the 
millions of other nations, and embrace in their view and in their: 
hearts, the posterity of the world in all coming time ; men who can: 
see the superiority of the general, to the individual good; and 
recognize the wisdom and the piety, when shut up to one of two: 
evils, of choosing the lesser for the sake of avoiding the greater. 
To such men we appeal. We have no hope of reaching any others.. 
Before the minds of our fathers all the eireumstances were gather- 
ed, all the evils were portrayed, and upon their patriot hearts: 
those evils heavily pressed. They saw, and fully discussed, all the: 
miseries which must inevitably follow an individual State Sove- 
reignty, on the one hand, and the glorious and perpetual blessings. 
which the Federal Constitution would secure on the other. The: 
formation of the Constitution was the instinct of self-preservation ;: 
it involved a case of life and death. But this Constitution must be- 
based upon compromises, or it could not be formed. The system 
of slavery existing in the States, must be left solely to the jurisdic- 
tion of State laws, and each State must have guaranteed to it en- 
tire protection in the enjoyment of its domestic rights, and entire 
jurisdiction over all who then were, and all who in all coming time 
should be subject to its domestic laws. This was a sine qua non. 
The convention had no power to liberate the poor slave ; they had’ 
neither the power nor the hearts, to make his chains any stronger. 


24 


They therefore, in the formation of the Constitution, did what they 
could do—left him as they found him, satisfied that, though nothing 
directly could be done to relieve him, yet through the operation of 
the principles of freedom which the new Government would em- 
body, under the influence of the religion of Christ, his chains 
would ultimately be knocked off, and he stand up in all the con- 
scious dignity of a freeman. These expectations have been in 
some good degree realized. In several of the northern States 
slavery then existed ; in them all it has died away; and in the 
southern States, thousands on thousands of slaves have been volun- 
tarily emancipated, in which humane and christian acts, the people 
of those States have given to the cause of freedom vastly more 
money than was appropriated by the Government of Great Britain 
for the purchase, from their masters, of her West Indian slaves. 
And my own opinion is, that had this noble compact been suffered 
to operate, unimpeded, and its compromises all been carried out in 
good faith, in the spirit of its formation ; had christian kindness, 
instead of bitter denunciation, been extended to the South; had 
reason, instead of passion, been employed on the intricate and diffi- 
cult subject ;—in a word, had there not been an unwise and un- 
warrantable interference—the period of universal emancipation in 
this country would have been nearer by fifty years than it is to-day. 
The framers of the Constitution had not the most distant thought of 
the perpetuation of the system of slavery in this country. Under 
the genius of our institutions, they knew it must in time melt away. 
And could they have foreseen the present state of things in con- 
nection with that giant evil, which radicalism has produced, me- 
thinks their hearts would have been deeply pained. Such was the 
position of slavery, and such the expectations entertained in rela- 
tion to it by the framers of the Constitution, and such their action. 

As to the evils from which we were saved by the formation of 
the Federal Constitution, they were innumerable and appalling. 
The old Confederacy had failed to meet the public wants, and was 
utterly impotent to save us from the threatening dangers. The 
tremendous evils which threatened to curse the land in its feeble 
governments and its jealous and distracted sovereignties, stood be- 
fore the minds and the eyes of our fathers in all their dread reality. 
They experienced what we can hardly conceive, the dreadful pre- 
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sence of threatening anarchy. They saw, that without a Federal 
Government, the existing States would scon be involved in tedious, 
bitter and complicated wars. That the North and the South would 
be armed against each other; the slaves against their masters. 
That our mountain ranges would separate opposing armies; the 
navigation of our great rivers would be stopped. That our bound- 
ary lines would be guarded by an innumerable host of custom- 
houses. ‘That all the vexations and obstacles of European conti- 
nental intercourse would be in force here, together with many 
others growing out of our superiority of invention. They saw what 
unparalleled evils such a people, armed against each other, could 
inflict. They saw Europe—especially our cruel mother—looking 
on delighted with the work of death, and ultimately these noble 
States parcelled out among the European powers, called in to fight 
their battles. To their mind’s-eye, the fate of Sparta, of Athens, 
of Carthage and of Rome, stood forth as so many beacons of warn- 
ing. All this they saw; and more—they saw, that in order to 
prevent these evils from coming upon the country, a strong Consti- 
tution must not only be formed, but it must be formed then. For 
such a separate, and, therefore, hostile independence, would, in a 
few years, breed such evil passions, and such a spirit of anarchy, 
that no hope could be entertained of establishing a Union like the 
one we now enjoy. Yes, my brethren, but for the formation of the 
Constitution, with its compromises, at that very time, these States 
would soon have sunk into the condition of those Colonies, which 
on this continent have emancipated themselves from Spanish do- 
minion, to claim the name of Republics, but to live under the atro- 
cities of military despotism. We repeat, the formation of the 
Federal Constitution, with all its provisions and compromises, was 
the instinct of self-preservation—a case of life and death—of a glo- 
rious life on the one hand; of a terrible death on the other. 

Now with all these evils and multitudes of others before them, 
if they did not form the Constitution; and all of them averted if 
they did form it; with the unparalleled growth, and strength, and 
blessedness, of this the freest nation on which the sun ever shone, 
rising like a fairy-land to their prophetic vision ; our fathers formed 
the Constitution with all its compromises in good faith. And now, 
“look here on this picture and then on this,” and say, did they not 
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do right 2 Nay, more, could they hare failed to do it, and not 
have been guilty of moral wrong? Not have committed a high sin 
against God and against humanity ? I pity, from the depths of 
my soul, the man, who, with all the facts before him in view of 
which they maturely acted, can say that they did wrony. 

What now is the issue? What is our position? What are our 
responsibilities? What our duty? Why, if our fathers did right 
in forming the Constitution, we shall do right to preserve it wnim- 
paired, and hand it down in all its strength and glory to the gene- 
ration that shall succeed us. If our fathers would have been 
guilty before God and the world of a high moral wrong had they 
refused to form the Constitution ; we shall be guilty before God 
and the world of a high moral wrong, if we refuse to maintain it. 
There is no escape from this conclusion, short of a denial of the 
representative principle in civil society, which is an elemental prin- 
ciple of all society, and without which it could not exist; or the 
abjuration of the most solemn national contract, and of vows. re- 
corded in the face of heaven. But if our Union continues, that 
provision in the Constitution which requires the fugitive slave to 
be given up through due forms of law, must continue, until the 
people in the slaveholding States consent to its repeal or modifica- 
tion. Let the free States refuse to carry out this constitutional 
provision, and revolution and civil war, with its. ten thousand hor- 
rors, would be the inevitable consequences ; and for these’ conse- 
quences, those and those only would be guilty who trampled upon 
the Constitution, and set at defiance the Law of the land. 

The question, then, is not whether I shall shelter a poor black 
man, from a man who is pursuing him to drag him into slavery, or 
give him up to the unlawful demands of his pursuer. This is not 
the point at issue, although often assumed. Were this the case, 
there could be but one reply by every humane and christian man. 
He would regard his house as a sacred sanctuary to the poor man 
who had taken refuge there, and would defend him with his life, if 
need be, against his ruffian pursuers. But it is, we are persuaded, 
by this false issue, that many honest minds are bewildered, and 
humane men are led astray. For myself, I know no distinction 
between a black man and a white man, when placed in such cir- 
cumstances. Though black, yet ‘* A man’s a man for a’ that ;” 
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and my sympathies are as deep for his sorrows as for those of any 
other, and my hand of relief and of defence would be as quickly 


extended. But we repeat, this is mot the point atissue. The | 


question is whether I shall deliver the slave to his master who 
claims him under the law of an independent State, to which alone 
they both are responsible—or rather, allow him to be removed to 
his home, under due process of law, according to the solemn 
pledges of the Constitution, and thereby preserve the Constitution 
and the Union ; looking for some period in the future, when by 
such preservation, not himself only, but all his brethren also, shall 
be delivered from their bondage ; or, by refusing, shall violate the 
pledges of the Constitution, violently break wp the Union, and 
bring civil war and anarchy upon the whole land, with the crimes 
and blood necessarily attending it ; in which dire destruction, the 
slaves and their masters would be the first to partake :—for no one 
can fail to see that, in the event of such a catastrophe, when the 
Federal arm of protection shall have been withdrawn from the 
South, all the horrors of St. Domingo would there be acted over 
again, until the free States would be compelled, in mercy, to put a 
stop to the carnage, at the point of the bayonet, and the destruc- 
tion of the hapless negroes. Tis is the question. Here is the 
true point at issue. I may pity the condition of the poor slave ; 
my heart would bleed for him, Were I possessed of the pecuniary 
ability, and could effect a compromise with his master to purchase 
his freedom, I would cheerfully do it; nay, I should feel bownd, in 
the sight of God, to do it. But patriotism, humanity, piety, would 
demand, that I should, between two existing evils, the one infinitely 
greater than the other, choose the least. Nay, I should be guilty 
of the highest crime of which I can conceive, were I, for the sake 
of doing what in ztself is a good, do it by the production of so much 
evil. This doing evil that good might come, is a most dangerous 
doctrine; it has been the fruitful source of immense evils to the 
world. It is not then that I am the enemy of the slave, that I 
would pursue this course ; not that I love him /ess, but that I love 
my country, and humanity, more. We repeat again, here is the 
point at issue. And with this before him, what patriot, what hu- 
mane man, what christian man, can doubt as to his duty? What 
are the evils which one man suffers in slavery ; nay, those of twg 
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millions, to the evils which must inevitably ensue on their deliver- 
ance at such an expense ! 

He who considers the evils we have shunned, by the formation 
of the Union, and the positive blessings which we enjoy under its 
operation ; that our institutions embody the essential principles of 
civil and religious liberty in a far higher degree than any other 
nation ever did; that under their influence we have grown up 
from a few feeble and oppressed colonies, to a great nation—with 
the prospect before us, if nothing occurs to break up the Union, of 
far outstripping the mightiest nations of ancient or modern times ; 
who that duly considers all this, will not say that this Union should 
be maintained, not only at the original cost, but at every cost 
which may properly be required to ensure its stability? Will any 
one say—can any intelligent American be so rash—as to be willing 
that all this good should be destroyed, and the nation broken into 
Fragments, merely to get rid of an existing evil/ Will you strike 
the sun from the heavens because there is a spot on it! Will you 
burn the house over your head, involving your own destruction and 
that of your family, merely to warm yourself by the fire! 

But this act involves not the loss of positive good only, but also 
the infliction of positive evils, and the commission of the worst of 
crimes. It would be not only an act of consummate folly, but one 
also of the greatest wickedness. In the event of the dissolution of 
this Union, the evils from which its formation saved us, would come 
upon us, augmented a thousand fold by the causes which brought 
about the sad catastrophe. And to those who are acquainted with 
the mighty prowess of the American arm, when wielded against an 
enemy, and the energy of the mind which directs it, we need not 
depict the horrors of the scene when “ Greek shall meet Greek ;” 
when the powerful arms and minds of these States shall be employ- 
ed in wasting one another. It is useless to dream of peace, and 
prosperity, and happiness; of liberty even, when once this Union 
shall have been dissolved ; for it must be, if it come at all, the 
work of revolution and civil war. Break up this Union, and 
America would be compelled in deep agony to exclaim, ‘¢ Farewell! 
an eternal farewell to all my greatness!’ Shall her sons proceed 
to strike the fatal blow? Shall they raise the parricidal arm ? 
May heaven forbid! May God, in mercy interpose! 
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The breaking up of this Union would be the most disastrous event 
that has ever transpired on earth since Adam sinned and fell! 
Not for ourselves only has God in mercy given us this large, this 
rich inheritance ; He had the highest social interests of the world 
in view, in this distinguishing act of his free and unmerited affec- 
tion. Our institutions embody in a national form the true idea of 
government, and are capable of securing all those individual and 
social interests indispensable to human happiness, to promote which 
civil government was established on the earth. This idea has ex- 
isted, with a greater or less degree of clearness, in the minds of 
men for ages. It may be traced in a direct line through the Pil- 
grims of New England, the Puritans of the other continent, the 
Reformers of the sixteenth century, especially Calvin, back to the 
Apostles, and to Jesus himself. In that immortal declaration, 
“ Render unto Cesar the things that are Cesar’s, and unto God 
the things that are God’s,” lies that mighty principle which is the 
germ of all true government. ‘This principle, after struggling in 
the world for seventeen hundred years against the opposing princi- 
ples and passions of men, pride and despotism, and triumphing 
over the dungeon, the axe and the stake, became embodied for the 
first time in a national form in our Constitution. Our nation is the 
refuge of this divine principle, to possess which men have sighed 
and nations have struggled for ages: but struggled and sighed in 
vain. Our’s is the model nation for the world. The grand exper- 
iment of the fitness of man for wise self-government is being made 
here on a majestic scale in the eyes of the nations. For the first 
time perfect order is seen to co-exist with the most perfect liberty ; 
and men, while they mould the form of their own laws, are seen to 
obey all their requirements. This lesson is read aright by the 
friends of liberty and humanity, and also by the advocates of des- 
potism, throughout the world. The latter see in the result of the 
mighty experiment, the destruction of their hopes, and try to pre- 
vent it; while the former hail it as the rising of a new sun upon 
the world. Our influence is extensively felt. Already has light 
from our institutions penetrated the darkest portions of Europe: 
old aspirations are grown stronger; new hopes are born. The 
people begin to demand their long withheld rights, and compel the 
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governments to listen to them. The sixty years of our national 
existence has witnessed mighty changes in Europe, through the in- 
fluence of light reflected from our institutions ; and who shall say 
that, if our glorious union shall be permitted to pursue its onward 
and upward course undisturbed, for sixty years to come, it will not 
result in the entire overthrow of the despotism of Europe, and the 
establishment of constitutional liberty, with all its rich blessings, 
upon its ruins? ‘This fearfully augments our responsibility. In 
addition to the preservation of the Union, at all hazards, for our 
benefit, and for that of the generations that shall succeed us, we 
are to guard it as a sacred trust committed to us by heaven, for the 
highest social benefit of the world. Fearful is this responsibility ! 
Happy shall we be, if we guard sacredly, and vigorously this trust! 
But dreadful must be our doom, if we betray it; and by recklessly 
destroying ourselves, and filling the land with crime and blood, 
shall extinguish the light of true liberty on earth, and leave the 
nations to grope on again in all the darkness, and to be crushed by 
the horrors of despotism ! 

Thus, my friends, I have endeavored to bring before you the 
responsibilities and duties of American citizens. . And, in view of 
the blessings which you will secure to yourselves, to posterity, and 
to the world, if you meet these responsibilities, and discharge these 
duties ; and the miseries and crimes which a refusal to meet and 
to discharge them in a proper manner, will involve both yourselves 
and them; I urge you to strict fidelity in this important matter. 
As patriots responsible to your country, as Christians responsible 
to your God, I address you; and in the name of liberty, in the 
name of humanity, in the name of God, call upon you to cherish 
the Union ; to stand by the Constitution, and carry out all its com- 
promises in true faith. ‘This is the only condition of our national 
preservation. Refuse this, and we perish! 

But I rejoice in the belief, that after all a true love of the Union 
is deeply imbedded in the hearts of all the wise and the good in 
our country ; that those wise measures of compromise, conceived 
and carried through by those noble patriots of the last Congress, 
with the venerable sage of Ashland at their head—God bless them ! 
—are cherished by the vast majority of the people of the nation. 
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And the warm expressions of attachment to the Union and the, 
Constitution, which have come up from various parts of the land, 
and from men of almost every shade of political principle, and re- | 
ligious belief, and of all ranks and conditions in society, shed light | 
and hope upon the dark scene through which we are passing, and 
encourage the christian patriot in the belief, that though her sins 
are manifold and cry to heaven, yet that God has not withdrawn 
the shield of his protection from our beloved country, and appointed 
her to instant destruction. And when we see such men as Clay 
and Cass, Webster and Dickinson, sacrificing upon the altar of 
their common country all personal considerations and party rival- 
ship, and forming by their united arms one mighty chain to bind 
her distracted elements together and save the Union—which for 
patriotism transcends any thing in the history of other nations, and 
so forcibly reminds us of the early and better days of our own— 
we are encouraged to hope that radicalism and selfishness will not 
prevail; that madness will not rule the hour ; that passion will not 
be allowed to blot out the freest nation on earth, and crush forever 
the rising hopes of the world. These cheering aspects are matters 
of devout thankfulness to Almighty God, for which we should 
praise him, the God of our fathers, the God of our mercies ! 

And as for me, my brethren, I would not wish to survive my 
country. And I adopt from the depths of my heart the eloquent 
language of the great Defender of the Constitution, and say :— 
“‘ God grant that when my eyes shall be turned to behold for the 
last time the sun in heaven, may I not see him shining on the 
broken and dishonored fragments of a once glorious Union; on 
States dissevered, discordant, belligerant ; on a land rent with civil 
feuds, or drenched in fraternal blood! Let their last feeble and 
lingering glance, rather behold the gorgeous Ensign of the Repub- 
lic, now known and honored throughout the earth, still full high 
advanced, its arms and trophies streaming in their original lustre, 
not a stripe erased or polluted, nor a single star obscured—bear- 
ing for its motto, no such miserable interrogatory as, What is all 
this worth? Nor those other words of delusion and folly, Liberty 
first and union afterwards. But every where, spread all over in 
characters of living light, blazing on all its ample folds, as they 


82 


float over the sea and over the land, and in ever wind under 
the whole heavens, that other sentiment dear to every true 
American heart, Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and 
inseparable |” 

God grant us all this rich boon, for his name and mercy’s 
sake | 


